
 
 

 

Participating quarry information (Long version) 

1. Contact information 

Company: GHACEM LTD/WEST AFRICA QUARRIES LTD 

 

Quarry: LIMESTONE QUARRY AT YONGWA 

 Latitude / Longitude: N6
0
 33’ 00”      W 0

0
04’ 40” 

 City: YILO KROBO 

 Region:  EASTERN REGION 

 Country: GHANA 

 

National Award Coordinator: KWABENA LABI ADDO 

 Tel: 233303204225/204226 

 Mobile: 233244172361 

 E-mail: Kwabena.Addo@ghacem.com 

 

 

2. Quarry description 

A. General Description: 

The Yongwa Quarry is wholly owned by the West African Quarries Limited (WAQL), a subsidiary 
of Ghacem Limited. It was established in May 2004 to deliver local limestone material to the 
Tema and Takoradi cement factories and to the sister company in Togo in response to curbing 
costly imports. The limestone will be extracted until 2014 when the quarry will be 
decommissioned.  
 
Currently there are two pits in operation, a third one lies about 300 m north of the current pits and 
will deliver further raw-material. The concession covers an area of about 81.45 ha, while the 
present project site occupies an area of about 46 ha. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

An aerial view of the mine pit. 

 

 

 

B. Topographical description: 

The quarry is located at Klo-Begoro in the Yilo Krobo District of the Eastern Region of Ghana, 
92 km north of the Tema factory. The quarry is surrounded by three communities namely 
Bueyonye, Klo-begoro, and Odugblase. 
The quarry site can be accessed by the main Somanya-Asesewa road and a dirt track linking 
the Bueyonye and the quarry site at Klo-Begoro. 

The coordinates are: (N6°33'00'' - W0°04'40'') 

 

 

 

 



  

 

C. Habitats, flora & fauna description: 

The Yongwa quarry lies in the high temperature and rainfall zone, within the forest zone of 
Ghana. It is characterized by two main raining seasons, notably the wet and dry seasons. The 
annual rainfall mean is ranging between 1500mm and 1700mm. The mean temperature ranges 
between 22°C (minimum) and 30°C (maximum). The state of flora within the Klo-Begoro 
concession area has undergone tremendous change over the years due to human activities. 
Generally the vegetation consists of elephant grass, shrubs and scattered trees such as Acacia 
spp., Neem-tree (Azadirachta indica), and silk cotton tree (Ceiba pentandra). These can also 
be found as early settlements on overburden dumpsites surrounding the extraction area. Also 
widely spread is the castor oil plant (Ricinus communis) which develops very well on the 
exposed soil. 

 

 

 

Pandinus imperator surrounded by Mimosa pudica; early settlements of Carica Papaya, 
Ceiba pentandra and Ricinus communis on overburden. 

 

Close-up shot of Ricinus communis.   (all from left to right) 

             

       

Representative picture of flora and fauna. 

 

 

3. Ongoing nature projects 

A. Nature protection projects  

Starting in 2011, Ghacem established a rehabilitation project which aims to re-establish natural 
scenery and thereby reclaim the environmental impact. 
 
 A tree-nursery is built-up to deliver seedlings and assist natural succession. 
 Creations of benches at the steep quarry face. 

 Slope stabilization at the steep rock-face currently being worked on by Mr. Paul Nsiah - last 



  

 

year’s national winner and second runner up in the global QLA awards held in Heidelberg 
Germany. He used elephant grass (pennisetum purpureum) in developing a biological 
geotextile to control erosion and repair of soil nutrients for reclamation use.  

 Creation of an artificial lake as wetland biotope as a possible project to consider in the 
reclamation plan. 

 

 

B. Socio-economical projects  

 Rural Clinic at Oborpa; the facility replaces a dilapidated one in the community   

 Three Unit classroom block at Klo Begoro and a Headmaster’s bungalow. 

 Teacher’s bungalow at Klo Begoro. 

 Junior High School at Bueyonye. 

 Reviewing our reclamation plan and costing. 

 

 

 

4. References 

List of literature, reports, web sites and other documentation (which can be useful for the 
participants). 

 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 EPA LIBRARY/UNIVERSITIES LIBRARY 

 

 Further publications at www.quarrylifeaward.com 

 Balme Library at Legon Campus Accra, bookshelves on Environment, Ecology, Botany etc. 

 Planning for Biodiversity: Issues and Examples, by Sheila Peck – ISBN:1559634014 

 Designing Field Studies for Biodiversity Conservation, by Peter Feinsinger – 
ISBN:1559638788 

 Principles of Terrestrial Ecosystem Ecology, by F. Stuart Chapin III – ISBN:0387954430 

 Fundamentals of Conservation Biology, by Malcom L. Hunter – ISBN:140513545X 

 

 

 

http://www.quarrylifeaward.com/

